. RINGMORE BUILDINGS
!

(1) Traditional Devon buildirg methods.using cob for
the walls and thatch for the rocfs, vere unchanged for
hundreds of years Therefore it is very difficult to date
village buildings stylistically

(2) A further result of building with ephemeral materials,
vhich disappear completely unless the walls are kept dry,
is that many cottages which are kxnown from early maps and
documents to have been in the village have disappeared
completely - presumably after their thatched roofs have
deteriorated and rain has got into the cob walls.

(3) Because of the nature of their building materials
it is very unlikely that even the best maintained of the
cob buildings in the village date from earlier than the
sixteenth century. This is not to say that the same site
was not used over and over again.For example it is very
probable that in the thirteenth century,when the church
was built, there was an inn on the site of the present
"Journey's End Inn",which may have served the workers who
built the church.It is likely that the cldest part of the
present building which was formerly called "The New Inn"
was built in the sixteenth century when Queen Elizabeth 1
inaugurated a network of New Inns for the use of travellers.

(4) Most of the older buildings in the village have
been altered and enlarged over the centuries and this process
has accelerated with the modernisation which has been
carried out in the past 50 years. The process of extension
can be clearly seen in the Journey's Ené Inn. The oldest
part - the present dining room - was in 1763 known as
The Long Room, the meeting place of Ringmore Town Council.
Behind this, modern kitchens have been built.On the other
side of the entrance passage is a very old bar. which is
now disused.In front of this,a modern bar has been built
and, even more recently,a conservatory and toilet block.
have been added.At some stage a separate cne-up-and-one-
down cottage vas built on the left of the front door of
the inn.This had a hipped roof, the timbers of which can
still be seen in the loft of the inn.At a later stage this
cottage was incorporated in%the inn and a further hipped
roof was added when "Hillside" (now a separate private
residence) was built for the owner of the inn.Hillside
had the same owner as the inn until 1926.In recent years
it has. itself had a modern extension built to the north.

(590 Several terraces of old one-up-and-one-down cottages
have, during modernisation, been made into single,relatively
large,dwellings.For example Hill Cottage was built as a
pair of one-up-and-one-down cottages with a chimney at
each end. A passage between the northern cottage and a
stable or cow-shed was subsequentlycovered by a hipped
roof in order to enlarge the northern cottage. The two
cottages were amalgamated in 1960 and a bathroom extension
was then built at the rear.

Similarly Ivy Cottage was, until the last war.a row of
four one-up-and-one-down thatched cottages, with a store
room at the northern end. Sea View and Middle Manor were
each built as two cottages.

(6) The opposite process - namely the sub-division
of a larger hcuse into smaller units seems to have occured
in other cases. A study of the roof timbers of Barnford

suggests that this building, which is now again a single
residence but which was sub-divided into two cottages in

the early years of this canturvy, was built as ,
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house with a cross passage.

Cumberland Cottages are still four separate cottages,
as they have been throughout this century, but the asymetrical
structure of the terrace suggests that numbers ! and 2
were built as one substantial house. Number 4 (which now
has a modern extension at the rear) may have been a cow
shed or stable, with Number 3 as a passage between the animal
quarters and the House.

(7) Some of the old cob buildings in Ringmore such as
The Journey"'s End Inn, Middle Manor and Ivy Cottage have
had their original thatshed roofs replaced by slates. This
can be seen from an examination of their roof-timbers,as
thatched roofs always have a higher pitch to ensure the
efficient run-off of rain.

(8) The old village houses are built on sites which
are hidden from the sea - probably as a protection against
invaders from the sea and also in order to avoid the worst
of the westerly gales.In the present century there has
been the opposite tendancy-toc value sea views.

Several village farmers have built themselves new houses
on high parts of their land and have deserted their old
lowver-lying farm-houses.Succesive owners of Higher Manor
Farm have done this. In 1900 Farmer John Moore built
for himself the house now known as The Manor House,with
splendid views of the sea, and left his cld farmhouse to
his farm Manager.Later The Manor House was separated from
the farm and sold as a private dwelling.A later owner of
Higher Manor Farm built a bungalow for himself,known as
Higher Manor, on one of his fields with a good view of
the sea.This too has subsequently been sold separately
from the farm.Since the tragic death of the last farmer
in 1996 it seems likely that the old farmhouse will become
a private dwelling.

In 1961 Mr Wells, the owner of Lower Manor Farm, had
built for himself the house known as Ayrmer House on a
high part of his land with wvonderful views of Ayrmer Cove.
The old farmhouse was then occupied by a farm Manager.
However, both Ayrmer House and Lower Manor Farmhouse are
now quite separate from the farmland, which is owned by
The National Trust.

(9) The original site of the village Rectory was that
on which the building nowv known as Oldcastle stands.This
building was erected in 1812-1822 on the site of earlier
Rectories. It wvas enlarged and castellated in 1871 for
Rev. Preb. F,C.Hingeston-Randoiph. The Lodge, as its name
implies, was the lodge built in 1863 for the old Rectory
which has been modernised and enlarged.

The old Rectory was much too large for later Rectors
and it wvas sold by the Ecclesiactial Commission in 1950.
In its place they acquired the building now known as "The
Church House" which had been built as a private dwelling
in 1936.

(10) The house known as '01d School" opposite the Church
vas built in 1863 on Glebe land - as the first and last
Ringmore village school. It closed in 1929 and became a
private residence.

(11) The house opposite Higher Banor Farmhouse, vhich
is known as The Barn, was in fact converted from a barn in
1942-44. Before that’ it had been used by mr William George
Luckraft, a small farmer who lived at "Pleasant Cottage”
to house his cows with a hay loft above.However, this
building has an interesting earlier history. In the middle

Oof the eighteenth centur
y it was given by the Lord of
Manor, Mr Francis Kirkham, to the poor of the parish a:he



"a house of refuge for their declining years, close to
the church”

In 1839 the building was taken over by the Churchwardens
who sold it to the then Lord of the Manor for £33. He turned
it into a cattle house and granary barn for his tenant of
the Higher Farm.

(12) There is some documentary evidence to help in
determining the ages of some of the village buildings.
Houses built before 1860 appear on a list attached to the
Tithe Map. In 1862 and again in 1907 the Manor was sold
and lists of the houses were published with the Sale Documents.
Manor Rent Lists give the names of the occupants of houses
owned by the Manor.Very few Rinemese residents of Ringmore
have Deeds dating before 1907when most of the houses owned
by the Manor were sold off separately.

(13) It is known that in 1755 there were 25 tenements
in Ringmore Manor and Marwell. The names of the small farmers
holding leases for these tenements are known butin most cases,
the land which they farmed and the houses where they lived
are not known.An exception is the family which occupied
Hill Cottage since in 1888 Rev Hingeston Randolph wrote
an artxcle which included the following:-

"I found one of these tiny farms - 'Mill Hills Farm-
-still lingering in 1860, the last relic of the state of
things which prevailed in 1775; held too by a Coker, one
of the old names - a little tenement of but six acres and
a half, divided into no less than eight enclosures, with
minature buildings and comfortable but simple cottage home."

Later Rev. Hingeston-Randolph recorded seeing a Lease
dated 1754 Jof this tiny tenement to John Coker for 99 years
on lives. "This took the place of an earlier lease just
expired, showing that Mill Hills must have been held
continually by the Coker family for at least two centuries”
The Coker family lived in Hill Cottages where the last
of them, Katterin Coker died in 1911

(14) Until the mechanisation of agriculture which
occured in the twenthieth century, Ringmore village
existed solely as a centre in which farmers and farm
laboufers lived and wvorked. A few families, such as the
Bardens, were fifhermen and others supported their
agricultural neighbours by such occupations as blacksmith
(living at Barnford): carpenter (living in one of the Hill
Cottages) and shoemaker (1iv1ng at Challaborough Cottage,
vhich was then an inn known as "The Rising Sun

A later carpenter and undertaker, Mr Ernest Fatley.
lived in Well Cottage . His parents brought up thirteen
children in this tiny cottage. In 1929 Ernest Farley and
one of his brothers, Mr GCeorge Parley. bullt for
themselves the two bungalows. Greenway and "Elmsleigh”
in the field behind the Women's Institute Hall.



(15) At about this time ,other bungalows were built
in the fields surrounding the village.The bungalows along
the lane leading to Toby s Point were among these.

(16) The row of Council houses known as "Crosswvays"
was built in 1949-50 to house agricultural workers. At
first most of these houses were occupied by farm labourers
vho were only too glad to move out of their dark and damp
thatched cottages. Later occupants had no connection with
agriculture and most of them have now bought their houses
as private dwellings.

(17) The old cottages deserted by farm labourers were
bought and modernised by incomers to the village, who have
“improved” them and saved them from derelection.Externally
they still lock much as they have done down the centuries
and most of them have been Listed by the Department Of The
Enviroment as being of Historic Interest. This has saved

them from such horrers as UPVC double glazing.In the gardens

behind most of these cottages stone privies can still be
seen - a reminder that main drainage came to Ringmore only
in . Similarly some such as Well Cottage, Walnut
Tree Cottage and Rock Cottage still have pumps and wells

most of which now have no function but which were invaluable

in the days before Mains Water was installed in



The next building to Lower Manor Farmhouse is known as
Middle Manor, but this was not, as might be supposed, the
farmhouse of the old Middle Farm.It was built, probably
in17%5L, as two farm cottages for Lower Farm. which were
converted into the present house in '@ 45.In a deed of
1829 the cottage at the eastern end of the building was
referred to as "Lethbridge's Cottage".

| wvd“ A stream, across which four ponds have been constructed,
a0 s runs beyond the garden in front of the house./To the socuth
R ol of this, along the hill facing the house, there is a leat
v A which has been terminated by a waterfall. This leat was

part of an irrigation leat running down the valley, vhich
is known to have been in operation in 1829, because there
is a proviso in a lease of that date that the landlord
could not cut all water off the stream. At a later date
a well was sunk beside the stream and piped water was laid
from this to the two cottages and the next-door farm. A
putter -well, with three shelves is built into the north
facing retaining wall of the garden over the stream.

beyond the leatis a ruined stone barn with a raised
£floor at the higher end, wvhich is said to have been the
village threshing floor.

It is possible that the pair of thatched cottages on
the opposite side of the lane, known as Rose Cottage and
Mount Pleasant, were also built as farm cottages for Lower

Farm.
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