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After 1834

The Kingsbridge Poor Law Union was formed on 22nd June 1836. Its operation was overseen
by an elected Board of Guardians, 41 in number, representing its 26 constituent parishes as
listed below (figures in brackets indicate numbers of Guardians if more than one):

Devon: East Allington, West Alvington (2), Aveton Gifford (2), Bigbury, Blackawton (3),
Buckland Toutsaints, Chivelstone, Charleston, Churchstow, Dodbrooke (2), South Huish,
Kingsbridge (5), Loddiswell (2), Malborough (3), South Milton, Modbury (3), South Pool, East
Portlemouth, Ringmore, Slapton, Stokenham (3), Sherford, Stoke Fleming (2), Thurleston
[Thurlestone], Woodleigh.

The population falling within the Union at the 1831 census had been 20,164 with its parishes
ranging in size from from Buckland Toutsaints (population 46) to Modbury (2,116) and
Kingsbridge itself (1,586). The average annual poor-rate expenditure for the period 1834-36
had been £9,069 or 9s5.0d. per head of the population.

The Kingsbridge Union workhouse was built in 1837 at the west of Kingsbridge. It was
designed by Thomas Ponsford who was also the architect of the Totnes Union workhouse. In
1837, the Poor Law Commissioners authorised the sum of £5,673 on construction of the
building which was intended to accommodate 350 inmates. The Kingsbridge design was
based on the popular square design by Sampson Kempthorne published by the
Commissioners in 1835, The workhouse location and layout are shown on the 1906 map
below.
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