Devon County Siteg and Monuments

Register

National Grid Reference
SX 6520 4595

Parish
Ringmore
Near Kingsbridge)

f Number ( leave biank)

dppears to have been built 2t a later date than
the boundary wall, wvhich Continues
of the extensien.

“Access to the house is by an eXxternal sione
Staircase, i

building after its originai construction. There
between thiexk
the staircase.
rocofed with very
has an asbestos

Stone piers,
The buildinq

large natural

slate roor,
In 1768, thie

was originally
but it now

building was given by the then
Lord of the Manor, Francis Kirkham, to the poor
of the Parish - for all time. Unfortunately, the
building had no endowment and, in 1840,
having assumed fesponsibility for it,sold it to

R.Rowe, wvho Manor, for £33. It

When the present owners acquired the
been used to house

Cattle ané there wWas a hay loft above. The west
a cairy and in the south-west corner
large bread oven, with a domeqd roof.
The bread oven Probably dates from before the
building became a barn. It has now been blocked up
but is said to pe still in good condition.

The rear of the building is set into the
FsSt floor level. There was an

Covered by

Stone slabs, led te the dairy.

the north side of the grinding area
Please continue overieaf if necessary

¢+ led to the

the Church)

Another shute, from

Subject Measurements (Skeich win sean overieal if possibie)
The Barn Approx. 50" x 28"’
Description. history, fielg notes and other information Reference for each Date -
(Ploase 1111 1n 3 Separate sheet for pach separate item ) mece of information each ent:
1986

Owner/ Tenant Name ang address

Mr and Mrs J.Borne
The Barn

Ringmore Ringmore

Recorder name andg address

Mrs A.C.Bennett
Hill Cottage

—

Pleasa reryrn completed forms

to: County Sites ang Monuments Registor County Hall,

Topsham Roaag. Exeter



stone extension. at the front of the puilding. The £100r of

the grinding area (approx. 20" X 20') had very thick pitch-pine
¢100rboards and these were supported by a very thick beam
running from east to vest. The beam i8S still in position, pelow
the ceiling of the old dairy. It has notches, where jr fitted
earlier joists.

In the north-east corner of the ground floor area was an
old vell, surrounded by 2 cobbled floor. This has now been
cemented over.

In the south-east corner, steps l1ed to @ narrow old door .
The steps were removed in 1973 and the door vas replaced bY

1n the north yall of the puilding, there were, before
conversion, three doors and three windows at ground ¢£100r level.
Oone door 1ed from the dairy; one emerged below the external
staircase & is now plocked up and one, jeading to the old well,
is novw @ window. At £irst floor ljevel, there was, as at present
a door at the head of the external staircase and a window.

The interior of the puilding has now bheen completely
modernised. almost the vhole of the first floor is open-plan.
forming a room measuring a5' X 19'6", with 2 new fireplace
and chimney at the west end. The south-east corner has been
givided off to form a small room and a nev open stajircase
has been built along the gouth wall. A suspended false ceilind
has bheen inserted at the east end of the room: put the west end
is open to the roof timbers. ~here are signs of earlier roof
timbers at @ slightly lover 1evel than the present ones.

In the south-east corner of the first £100r, is @ very
large old fireplace. which has long been plocked-in - perhaps
when the puilding became 3 parn.

There is a vlocked-up door in the east wall, between two
old windows, which still exist.

To the south of the first floor, a kitchen extension
was built in 1979.

The south wall of the cround floor. which is entirely
below ground jevel, has been 1ined with a false vall enclosing
a two-foot cavity. in order to keep it dry.

The open area of the ground floor has been givided into three
bedrooms, 2a pathroom and a toilet.
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this Franvis Kickhum 1d the Manoe in
1759, had previously gives 4 the poor of the
| parinh, for ever,'s houso of{Tefuge for' their
linlng yonrs, close to thd church; and |
Prowmi to say somethiog about this
:llnoughl{:l Kife w :: v'vm l“l;dbo:r::. “l:g
istor A strango y frem iy " viow,
pmn{on;n-dlhnooﬂn retted that | wes
1set Rector of Ringmeee aome bwenty years sooner,
that T mighs bave ld my sfy in the matter
When the projesal for its-al f came ug.
This liowe of rest, it m‘unrao be forgotten, ‘was
wiven to *the FPoor ;. it wes pod Yeu
b, by which I pgean the h-vestry aud
“oversoers™ of the poor. [No-donbt, it lwd
oo 1o be used au & poor Tpuse " ; Let It wes
nothing of the wort; for al 1 it wAd the
rihuo of the poor them . But the row
nd fow feiegde in these times,) and 10 friendy at
all, I faar, whea quastionw of mies wee con.
oernecd ; andd i those dend
had 0ot learns, bocauss they
Hhas " thero fa m0 vespect of ppre
and in an out-of-the.way like this, the pooe
wero quite lyelpless when theirlliitle heritago wes

chalingd an parish property; « probably encagh,
nocuo!lbul:'tuw.lulhntl ¥, that the hoaws
hid Loen fredly given to Boarly & handeed
s befoce, mind that i, was vory own, 1
iresdy, oo that the s beeym grodas!
one; the poor evuld vos kewp their  home ' jy

help thess : :‘iu plead l:cir' ‘auu.. they were,

bly, waough to have the work
.';.... lo:’! m by any one who m‘.k
todoit. Andso is came L0 pass thas our little
** alms house," (which unhappily had no sadow.
meat whataver), bocume a repated Eor-houu.”
A::l its trwo lustory was, parhaps, forgotten by
all, -

The 414 parish book sbows that It was wld, in
1832, 0 the then Loed of the Muanor (who was,
probably, very gind 1o get rid of an eooumbennos,
on kin cutato, amd who, speedily, turnod it into
very waoltul cuttle howse, and & gravary-barn for
his tannnt of the higher farm), for the sigm of £33,
And wo, for over, passed awsy feom our poor that
which liad becn yives to them, for ever, by ome
who remembered the poor, and was enreful 1o do
mlsI:LMMMuw&lm be sold to
another horitage (for o many centuries) of
hie antiont ruce.,

The oM book shows, further, what the periah
did with the mosey ; und it wan vary fnr, indeed
from being the most creditable part of the tran.
saction, ylau-oumoiolp-dlngu;;ud
this is how it was dose. Church- , &% we
kuow, wore levied on a large seale in thase days,
and were sppliod for all sorte of looal
Soeone kil Aloxnuuuﬁdlkmhr.
1840, snd le hiad seven shillings for his paine
The year before, anociber fox atad hie
raids on the pnlllvy'-cnl by his desth, and the
same sum, paid to the slayer, was beought juto
the account. A loonl lwyor bad twe peuinds, our
r'uhh'o whare of bis bill ** abagr Prowss (and others

om the parish of Bigbary) who bad bees trung.
ml."‘l'l:y ve the l‘hna-"a-n-'ﬂ"lh'
with & bag 10 keop i In, b & toe of 1 1o 04d.
The highway rate being beliind hand, they clearod
off the o ngainat the parish, asd tho rest of
the money, exoaps for ome notable item, went 1o dis-
chazge the liabilities of the Churchwardens, on the
thie i th motol'dnom-”'_'::’mly—-uu

o e took the
view which was usanl in thase days of the injune.
tion not j4o ** muzzle the mouth of the ox that
treadeth out the corn; ™ they felt, no doubs, that
the labourer was worthy of his reward; sod e
uﬁdnml tho sam of £4 0u 7§d o what waed
10 be callod ' sottling the accouns,", that is to HRY,
iving themselves n good dimner st the public.
['.,.. Bo lavish wos the axpeaditure, thint yunr,
that, in sddition to the p rchase-money of the
Poor-Howse, they bad 1o make & Churcl.rate of
some £12, and only the mengre balanos of fve
shitbiangy wed ninepencs remningd, wises sl was
aver, to the nmlllit oll the l:x:‘ynr.l
T'here are still ok ving in oar village
who renwsubar, mlhmiom:o‘ o I lq‘;.'
ita comptort and walue, their old « oo House ;
! under whoso whadow their Fathors and Mothorn
| bad spent their st duys, whea the aotive battle
of their lnboelons life was over, in huppiness wnd
peace.  The labouror’s taak was done in the ense
of all that dwolt thevednn, 1 bad always beens
| lric-‘: and nuigllﬂubo:n in |Iao' :qp oatside; and
now they were o ronghd s list v Dosrer Logethor,
winles u{)onmon l’wlun. oM Jenlousies and the
litthe uarrels of the Past forgotten ; Il living in
contempiation of the nesr approach of their Kreat
olingo, and the peospoct of beleg soon conveyed
t0 their lust Home in thequiet Churchyaid, whicls

they conld see from their windows.,  [4 wna a

mast ocomfornble and home-like plice; and rouwd

the comaimon besrth, day after day, when tho shsiles
of even bogan to fall, it wan their wont to ynther--

oo family < amd tali over ol days nud old

wiye. They are all, let us &t reat, now,

Muiti-ﬁ the Duy when they will be ealled 10 n
Lotter Jlome “ that s, an Heavenly,"  Their
chiMeen, and chibren's children, know only by
ounsvillqo Mhﬁ:- what was ou‘:.dnn bl‘ln.

a thean boen loagr evor: "™

dm:{omochmum - foe. sver:™ thy |

:§&:; sl an thure was po bno here, then, to




