
THE RINGMORE YEW

Passers-by on their way to the beach at Challaborough were justifiably mystified by what appeared to
be Pagan activity in the churchyard of All Hallows on Wednesday l0 August.
Over forty villagers and visitors had gathered for the ritual measuring of the ancient yew which, in the
words ol Alfred, Lord Tennyson,'graspest at the stones that name the under-lying dead'. How long
has this tree been grasping our gravestones?
That's what members of the Ringmore Historical Society were trying to discover by measuring its
girth in accordance with guide lines set by the Ancient Yew Group.
is it still growing? Not halfl The girth of its massive trunk has increased by seven centimetres since
last measired five years ago to the day. Dare I say that some of those who attended appeared to have
put on a similar increase?
Wine, nibbles and a view to the distant Eddystone lighthouse were enjoyed by all on a blustery but
sunny afternoon.
In 2d06, after the first measuring of the yew, the Historical Society came up with an age of 'at least
520 years', so let's assume that in 1490 John Welywrought, Rector of Ringmore at the time, planted
the tree during the reign of Henry Vll.
This year, Lily-Rose of Windwood Farm and three young lads from Germany were among those
encouraged to apply nourishing compost to the area surrounding the tree. So who knows what the
measurement will be in 2016 after another five years expansion of its girth?

James Stevenson
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Picture by Mike Wynne-Powell
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and ninety-eight people came to the event.
The measurements were sent to the Tree
Register and our handsome tree was
recognized as being over five hundred years
old and was accorded the rank of an Ancient
Yew. Since 2005 the categories assigned to
very old trees have been refined and there
are now three sections: Ancient, Veteran, and
Notable, and our tree is now listed on the
Ancient Yew Group website as 'Notable'. lf
you would like to see three pictures of it,
taken in 2005, go to www.ancient-vew.org
and click on the Gazetteer tab. Then proceed
to p.145.

Old Yews are not easy to measure
accurately. They grow very slowly and many
of the very ancient trees - those over a

thousand years and more - have had long
periods of non-growth and then started to
grow again, A difficulty in measuring the All
Hallows specimen is that it grows from a

steeply sloping bank (possibly the boundary
bank of the early churchyard) and forks into
separate limbs only a short distance from the
ground. We follow the measuring instructions
very carefully and our estimates of age are
cautious. We then send them to the AYG for
vetting and confirmation.

We will announce an estimated age for the
Yew as soon as we have calculated it after
measuring. When the results have been seen
by the AYG the official result will be
published in the Newsletter.

The All Hallows Yew is a female tree. We
know this because of the lovely red arils, or
flower seeds, that cover it in the autumn. Do

take the opportunity to look at the flourishing
yew cutting taken after the 2005 Measuring
celebration. lt is on display at the
refreshments table. RINGMORE HISTORICAL SOCIEW

10 AUGUST 2011

THE SOUTHERLY ASPECT OF THE YEW

LOOKING UPWARDS TO A COMPLICATED
STRUCTURE OF MASSIVE LIMBS

NOTE THE MEASURING CORD ROUND THE

UNFORKED PART OF THE TRUNK
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Meazuring Form

PostCodezpCode TQ? Z.t+U/

Phnting Det6

Seed Colledion No.

Height masurerrt*

tf€s tfie height estimbd?

FuilAddress Rtr.t6no€€
Gountsy U{<
Grid Reference

Othcr infionmtion if known

Planted By

Seod Collector

TTEAST'REIIENTS
Pleas€ s.loct all approprhb boxes

M€ttes Feet

..'','l
No ,y'i

At t ltAl-l.orrrs,
OEvoN

CkqrnliErsne/Girth rEasuronEnt of trunk at 1.5|n (sfr) above ground lovol on tho higho$ Mett€s ' +eet & hcfres
s6e of any slope' +, ilD

Helrht lhe girth uras recorded above ground levol il less than Lsm duo to hrrs, srrelfings, t"H' ,,r45 ide Feet & lndtes
brandpr or lowfodt' Ad cr. trt^ra. $i&

Son-r- { ov\.{ zoob r*rc,-^a Ue ,-..{ f4.rDffiL,^rt ,*} t t * dnl k ro.L' ,\rr^, a-t- U.L *A (-',*^Ir. ,oitd
f3 ,'P;& u rg4rll H6r- ail - ur<- Lrp.r - d.{r.+o^4-X,Al.,

D;,^; C.d/q{t\

o .,-are e ;' t":.W)"lff' -I*-5Hl" T!*"3-,^.= *t *\
,a.-ol; n f,rL.

Tia; Gk-*,*
Ploaso sond additional Photographs or SkeEhes by Mail or Erail to The Tree Register.

Please keep you graphic fibs small using jpg fonnat
Fllo siles should be no rmre that 20- 30 Kilobytes.

('r*t'1c'* o6't"">re- L 5'0",

aot I*y.ot

TJpe of Tree:

Olnership

County/Shtc

- 
ls the glrtt nrasuremnt ex.ggoratod by burs/svrellhgs/butfosse3 6tc?
Tree Growth Category'
' Please soe adviscry nste-E on the Measuring Tree page

CONTXTTON
Please selec't.[ approPriab boxes

Genoral appoaranco

lr the trunk up to 1.5m(5fr)?

ls tho heo grovying on grourd wtich is?

DoqB the tr€o han?

Can you 3oe dead branches?

Has it sufremd lfom 6torm damagp?

Has it had any past mmgerrnf?
ls tfio hoe of local or natbnal histori:al interest?

ls the bee a local hndrail?
ls the furee, in your oSinion, 'renrrkable' or unusual h anyr,Ey, Crape or brm?
(lf Yes flease describe in convrrntr below)
Do you conli{ter tho tso6 to be a \€bnrn' as defrred by Englbh Natir€?
'Please see definitions belo'r, 

At.itionet lnformation
Cornrnts

Tree Measuring Online lnformatbn Form
from

The Tree Rcgister
Ocncrat lnfot flstion

EN€,atSH yEN ' Locaiion 6uF.rrrr_ €RooryD, ALL firidJ3\tl9

No 7; *t e,6^^[ic,{\.
Ai":r Et;'t-^"T:r*qJtr
Excdl€nt iJ

-.-Heor4+\- 5-a lssls a*
Goodsirglestem::.i 2ra;]/-,.,, ruj.ru ?i)._ a< .
Levet !O 9o c^ - (r-A star. frca\i
\ vEsl
None orVery Littb : 

-VeR7 Pg95

Noobvious oanqe. {
r.rorringobvious iii [?.fr mil:
NotSure';'l - t.c,anl ;r:...=f, -

-.- ,NotSure, V
r,,r^ i.'r Eds ernj";- J- o- b-^l naAa''" : j ,* d\,fl*,a* h ,rrr.-hr<,. $e At!^l
NotSureii ; ,L^J{o*/

http :/fuww.treeregi ster. org/measuringform. php t5/o7l20tt
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COMMENTS

My measuring marks from 2006 did not survive at all well. Accordingly, before our Yew Day
on 10 August we stripped some newly-grown ivy from the trunk and I made five consecutive
girth measurings using some temporary marks made afresh by reference to photographs
taken in 2005. None of the results of these five measurings proved to be smaller than the
2005 result of a 4.9m girth, so lthen derived a medial measurement from them: 4.15m. This

means we have an approximate girth increase of 7cm over the last five years. I believe this is
a reasonable and credible result. I am confident that we were pretty close to the original
marks.

We have now installed four indestructible benign markers (tiny wooden pegs) for future
measurings. Of course, these are not in exactly the same places as the original 2006 marks,

but we will take a new measurement soon and record the heights of marks and the girth
size, and these results wilt then be the basis for comparison with a measuring in 2015, and

any subsequent measurings.

The All Hallows yew appears to be strong and healthy, produces arils in abundance, and

shows no signs of decay or decline, but it is truly tricky to measure because it grows from a
steepish sloping bank and this means that the height of single trunk before forking is about

24cmon the tree's north-facing side and about 82-90cm on its south-facing side. lthink the
enclosed photographs will demonstrate the difficulties. lt should be noted also that the
graveyard is at the head of a cove that slopes down to the English Channel and which
receives the steady onslaught of the SW gales. This has caused an eastward lean in the tree.

OTHER REMARKS

The grassy bank on which the tree grows is vestigial. I believe it once marked the boundary
of the origlnat graveyard and that it was partly smoothed out when the graveyard was

etended (at an unknown date) leaving the area of bank where the tree grows more or less

intact.

lf the yew was planted in the bank of the original graveyard when the present church was

built it would probably date from the 14th century. That would make it somewhat older than
our measurements suggest, but if we also take into account the growth-inhibiting effects of
the prevailing winds, then that older age would be quite likely. But I have no substantial
evidence for this line of thought, beyond a small knowledge of churchyard traditions and

the harsh weather and environment of our particular yew.

DiCollinson (dic.bellevue@virein.net )
Jja .Leltrv,rr @ 6tfnfir'.r1. €arr
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THE ALL HALLOWS YEW
The first measuring of the splendid English
Yew in the All Hallows churchyard took
place in 2006. lt was a glorious summer day,
and ninety-eight people came to the event.
The measurements were sent to the Tree
Register and our handsome tree was
recognized as being over five hundred years
old and was accorded the rank of an Ancient
Yew. Since 2006 the categories assigned to
very old trees have been refined and there
are now three sections: Ancient, Veteran, and
Notable, and our tree is now listed on the
Ancient Yew Group website as 'Notable'. lf
you would like to see three pictures of it,
taken in 2005, go to www.ancient-vew.org
and click on the Gazetteer tab. Then proceed
to p.145.

Old Yews are not easy to measure
accurately. They grow very slowly and many
of the very ancient trees - those over a

thousand years and more - have had long
periods of non-growth and then started to
grow again. A difficulty in measuring the All
Hallows specimen is that it grows from a

steeply sloping bank (possibly the boundary
bank of the early churchyard) and forks into
separate limbs only a short distance from the
ground. We follow the measuring instructions
very carefully and our estimates of age are
cautious. We then send them to the AYG for
vetting and confirmation.

We will announce an estimated age for the
Yew as soon as we have calculated it after
measuring. When the results have been seen
by the AYG the official result will be
published in the Newsletter.

The All Hallows Yew is a female tree. We
know this because of the lovely red arils, or
flower seeds, that cover it in the autumn. Do
take the opportunity to look at the flourishing
yew cutting taken after the 2006 Measuring
celebration. lt is on display at the
refreshments table.

THE SOUTHERLY ASPECT OF THE YEW

LOOKING UPWARDS TO A COMPLICATED
STRUCTURE OF MASSIVE LIMBS

NOTE THE MEASURING CORD ROUND THE

UNFORKED PART OF THE TRUNK

.<r:r:-..:*,..-,-l;

10 AUGUST 2011
RINGMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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RINGMORE
HISTORIGAL SOCIETY

A FEW THINGS ABOUT YEW TREES. t . . . .
. The fine old yew tree in the All Hallows' graveyard is an Engtish yew,
taxus barcda. a species renowned for its longeviiy and its connexion with
pagan and religious rites. lt is native to lreland but appears ail over Europe,
often in association with Druid practices
' The wood of yew reputedly outlives ircn. A 250,000-year-old yew spear
found at Cladon in Essex is the world's oldest known wooden artefact.. The Fortingall Yew in Perthshire is said to be g,OOO years old, has a girth
of 52 feat and stancis close to a Bronze Age tumulus.. Yew trees are dioecious, that is, they may be either male or female. The
seeds are called arls. They are poisonous if chewed, though the pulp of the
fruit is not poisonous.
.At least S(Xl churchyards in England and Wales contain yews that are as
old as or older than their churchyards At least 130 of these trees are
estimated to pre-date Christianiiy. Many ancient yews are hollcnry, although still alive. Some have seats
placed inside them. A few have hollows large enough for a coach and horses
to be driven through them. Hollow yews frequently resume growth after many
years of dormancy.. The lrish yew, vrrhich also grows in All Hallows'churchyard, has branches
that sweep evenly upwards to form a tidy br.rndle. lrish yews are often clipped
and planted to form avenues.. The clippings of yews, although poisonous to animals, are medicinallyr
and cornmercially valuable because they yield taxol, an alkaloid that is
effective in the treatment of ovarian cancer.. Yews were often planted in boundary hedges. lt is possible that the All
Hallows' yew marks an earlier boundery of the churchyard. lf we had
evidence sf an earlier boundary it would be helpful in dating our tree.. A yew tree grows very slowly. The rate of increase in girth is
approximately 1 foot in 30 years, but growth may be much slower in yews that
are subject to continuous winds from the sea.. ln Shining Cliff Wood, Derbyshire, a hollow yew known as the Betty Kenny
Tree was once home to a family. A bough was hewn out to fqrm a child's
oadle and this is seid to have inspired the nursery rhyme.Rock-a-bye-baby'.
.Yew bmnches often bend down as they grow and root themselyes to form
new trunks that then unite with the main trunk.
.Almost half the parish churches in England and Wales planted young yew
trees at the 20(Xl millennium.. A yew tree should be kept free from ivy. lt benefits from a gently watered-
in compost that includes ox*lood.
.After the famous yew ln Gilbert White's garden at Selworthy was uprooted
by a great gale in 1990, a beautiful lute was made, using the tree's dark and
light woocls in a striped pattern.. The age of a yew tree may be calculated by measuring its girth just below
the place where its irunk divides, or at about 4teet above ground level. The
girth measurement is then referred to a table that gives an approximate age
for the tree But it has to be remembered that this is not rocket science:
climate and sea winds, the closeness of a particular yeu/s tree rings (they
may vary from 10 to an inch in a young tree to 100 to an inch in a mature
specimen) and the yeu/s habit of becoming dormant for years, are all factors
that have to be considered in trying to estimate its age
. Ancient yew trees should be measured every five years.

Millennium postage stamp:
no 29

The All Hallors Ysr

A place to sit . . .

9n August 2006 Ringmore Historical Society Or to drive through . .



Estimated age of Yewt

oo,!o-
Eo

2.58

2.m
r.5CI

t.m
6m 7m 8m m 1m llm lm 13t

Agc (ycurl

*AgB Estimate = based on brmula published by Tabbush & tMtite (1996)
research on cfiurchYard Yeue

s'*.nd .lry. t t[t*l"i:-:.:'llt:l11Pl :Til* "I 1ll, LtvJgUlYe te rv .ev
assess better its age il 

"-tingrJ 
bole. rr;ritaory-manv-ancient yeurs are 6st measured between 0.5m-1m above

trouna bvel txrt tris is.wfrat you must tind od tirsil''

tf the k€e has an obvrrouaraist belor 1.5m this wfll bo ttre pracg to measure firct and even if not obvious it is always

rrorth trying tor,,er ttran i .s, to confirm. rnnti" vgii n"r" orno the smallEst girth you must also record the height

above ground v* ,"ora"o it i.e. 13ft ain aiiit'lin joore ground. lf you wish to record again at this point in the

trhrrB it $,ould be usBfuh m*e a sketch or tne tree m raatim to ni cfitncfiyard indrcatirug at wtticfi pint you

neaeured fom grounJi;;.i. A phot"grapn of tne tape !n position will also prove helptul'

lmmxtrlmm



-Jlt-tL T {rvA
T+N -f^rtt- Ktv&

S,* R^:

tlr
=J. rl_,

t *i( r sltu {

&l^nf-
d^ru (.

El s.fr4k
pltv(( NVNN;-PONELL

6e e( >'q&t

i 1 *,3* L,



f *,-.
vtl Bft(ltlr S
e.n

^H'Q*,ie lv'c"l[
-J"\* CLt,,t,S

Ro- e
rLL €

qZ
knnxle 4

\ V<aa,, ' o 1",-\Z I 46/|C^4 Oa

(ot"-L Bo "s J.er-



Measuring Form

Phnted By

Seed Colhctor

TIIEASURETEI{TS
Please solect all apFopriab boxes

uietes / F*l ,,2

uo ,7
Ckornrfurence6iilh nrasurenrnt of bunk at I .5m (sfr) above ground lov€l on th6 highesl $ofres + ' 16 *eet & lncfres
sftle of any slope'

Hobht the girth uas recorded above ground level i[ loss than '1.5m due to buns, srrrcllings, t"lit^ ,.r{h dda Feet & lncfies
branciesorlowfork' 

"de- 
1."11. g;a{

le the girh measuromsnt exagEorated by burrs/surellhgs/bLdtr6ses etc?

Tree Growth Categoty'
.lLiraiiiSt., iir:i.is,_,ii,laii:.il.)ii. - '.-' ..,,.:';:r.ji i!;ii.i::r1.i

COI{OTKIttl
Please selec{ all appropriab boxes

General app€arance

ls the trunk up to 1.fiSff)?

ls the tree growing on ground wttich is?

tloes the tc6 l€an?

Can you see dead brancfios?

Has itsuffercd fiom silormdannge?

Has it had any past nanagornent?

ls the trae of local or national historbal interesf?

ls the tree a local landrnark?

ls the kee, in your opinion, "rernarkable' or unusual h anyrrny, shapo or brm?
(ff Yes please describe in commenb below)
Do 1ou conskler the k€e to bo a \staran' as defrred by English Naturc?
' i;i,::i r.,:, :r::.:: (l?iii"riliirrlr; !ieia;ri

No ,J not Cr6xr[.&r.{\ .

Al; E:':-'Tf&4tr
Excellent iJ

Hoo4l^- I*.-t brfa a*
GoodSingleStern'- Z+c..:/-* pj-f_ dA eA
Level tlb 90 c^ ^ l,r-A sl.a-r. n+tfg
\ YEs.'
NoneorVeryLittle IVERY Pgd
No Obvkrus Oarrr"ge, /
Nothirsobvious .-. t?fr !ffil*
NotSure: --, - t-.,r/ ;fu.€f
NotSure, 7
^,^ .: f,ts erl',,l-i- .j* a,- tt-J ""tfua"" ' -l dl.l6,,,uO* h ,hr.,o.rr<. Ctc fitt^I
NotSure,l, # ; A.<l*o*/

Pleasesendaddltional PhotogmphsorSketchesbyMail orErnailto iirr !,..,ri !i.,!ii:;r:,,;i.
Please keep you graphic fibs srall using jpg bnrnt
File sizes should be no rnoro that 2& 30 Kilob!^es.

0W aoo; Oli.t{- i +.o1 ^"rb4)

aot I

*yuot

Typo of Tlee:

Orvnerchip

County/State

PosrCodeZipCode fQ? +ltr

Planting Date

Seed Colledion No.

Heightmeasurernent - tDrllrrrr t d-.Lt-, t(js.
l/Vas the h€ight estimabd?

Additionel lntormation

Sonr a( ov 2a,<rb 7.^et-,^-A ,*.:[* W. Ue,-..{ f4rlt6^fLr^r{ t-.! ttu+ dr1.- h p.a.L' ,r.,rJ ot.--. U.A *-6 <t*.Il .rilt i;
re g'Q,ruJ- 4.r4- r,ebll Hf,- a*41 - u,'<- lr^f - dlr.*^,-4-X,AL.

T;,.; CDIL. -F.-

Any other inforration, eith€r hbtorical or inErEsting about lhe specimen.

O s,n /r o*+f u;a Lc. 2*') l"h* ; Q'oo6 ; tr-'C *Y
v&Q.L n trrL.

Tree Measuring Online lnformation Form
fiom

The Tree Register
General lnfonnation

ENgatSH y6N ' Location BoRrtl €R90fs), ALL ttid.t!\tls
AU- l+ LLOrrS FuuAddress RtN6n6E€
OEVON CountrY U+<

Grid R€feronoe

O(her infom.tion if knosn

http ://www.treeregi ster. org/measurindorm. php t5/o7l20tt
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Friday, August26,mll

crowde gathered for the hee-meaeuring ceremony, which mystified many a paeeer-by Mik,wwre-pwtttPagan ceremon y' cieates
much confusion

ffiil:tr,H'*S *.,f,r F,fl"Tf;*g ffll,Tfjll',*T;.'::j ai"y*1ll ""f. in:;to the beach on Wed-- gravestones? ago^to the day .-- ' ---- young men fromnesday, August 10, - That,s what memberg ",Dare I *i thut *-.wete niystirieflbt -h;i "r ti* iii.i"i;;:'frfr: of those who attended Germany, were am-ong
uppear6d t" u"'r"g; t-t r s""ijty -o" t v- appeared t" r,"r" p"i :Hil "Tfrr]IlE"S#xttr"",'ffi?.!11",:il ltil-,irH;6"1j;;6 ;if, it,**:*:"f-, r;;i r" rhe arei sur-

't"" rorfr vitrasers 5;"3lri,*;x;* n:il*mi:['..m: 'HH3.t"nIff; ""*and visitors haa gith- h.r;,i;e;;i."'- ;iT"ffiil H;:T; Iookins forward to
ered for the r"itual li*"r - St";;;"" with an aee of ,at least measuring- the tree in
T:itli",q of the mas- from the r".i"ty ruid' Sr0 il#:- 2016 to see how another
sive.English Yew tree 'Is it still gr"firigiN;i so let,s assume that five years will affect its
*hich, in the words of halfl around iarg l;il growth.
l$ttr 9 . "The gidt-r of its mas- w;y*;""sfi;j.;';;'graspest at the stones sive trunk, already Rinfmore-at the time,that name the under- known to be betweeir plan"ted the tree a,irrrr"lflngd9a{'. , four and five metres, itit;;;;f H;;Vx:But for how long has has increased by seven Thffr;,-il-li_R;;"
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