THE RINGMORE YEW

Picture by Mike Wynne-Powell

Passers-by on their way to the beach at Challaborough were justifiably mystified by what appeared to
be Pagan activity in the churchyard of All Hallows on Wednesday 10 August.

Over forty villagers and visitors had gathered for the ritual measuring of the ancient yew which, in the
words of Alfred, Lord Tennyson, graspest at the stones that name the under-lying dead’. How long
has this tree been grasping our gravestones?

That's what members of the Ringmore Historical Society were trying to discover by measuring its
girth in accordance with guide lines set by the Ancient Yew Group.

Is it still growing? Not half! The girth of its massive trunk has increased by seven centimetres since
last measured five years ago to the day. Dare | say that some of those who attended appeared to have
put on a similar increasc?

Wine, nibbles and a view to the distant Eddystone lighthouse were enjoyed by all on a blustery but
suany afternoon,

In 2006, after the first measuring of the yew, the Historical Society came up with an age of “at least
520 years', so let’s assume that in 1490 John Welywrought, Rector of Ringmore at the time, planmed
the tree during the reign of Henry VIL.

This year, Lily-Rose of Windwood Farm and three young lads from Germany were among those
encouraged to apply nourishing compost to the area surrounding the tree. So who knows what the
measurement will be in 2016 after another five years expansion of its girth?

James Stevenson



THE ALL HALLOWS YEW

The first measuring of the splendid English
Yew in the All Hallows churchyard took
place in 2006. It was a glorious summer day,
and ninety-eight people came to the event.
The measurements were sent to the Tree
Register and our handsome tree was
recognized as being over five hundred years
old and was accorded the rank of an Ancient
Yew. Since 2006 the categories assigned to
very old trees have been refined and there
are now three sections: Ancient, Veteran, and
Notable, and our tree is now listed on the
Ancient Yew Group website as ‘Notable'. If
you would like to see three pictures of it,
taken in 2006, go to www.ancient-yew .o
and click on the Gazetteer tab. Then proceed
to p.145.

Old Yews are not ecasy to measure
accurately. They grow very slowly and many
of the very ancient trees - those over a
thousand years and more - have had long
periods of non-growth and then started to
grow again. A difficulty in measuring the All
Hallows specimen is that it grows from a
steeply sloping bank (possibly the boundary
bank of the early churchyard) and forks into
separate limbs only a short distance from the
ground. We follow the measuring instructions
very carefully and our estimates of age are
cautious. We then send them to the AYG for
vetting and confirmation,

We will announce an estimated age for the
Yew as soon as we have calculated it after
measuring. When the results have been seen
by the AYG the official result will be
published in the Newsletter.

The All Hallows Yew is a female tree. We
know this because of the lovely red arils, or
flower seeds, that cover it in the autumn. Do
take the opportunity to look at the flourishing
yew cutting taken after the 2006 Measuring
celebration, It Is on display at the
refreshments table.

10 AUGUST 2011

LOOKING UPWARDS TO A COMPLICATED
STRUCTURE OF MASSIVE LIMBS

NOTE THE MEASURING CORD ROUND THE
UNFORKED PART OF THE TRUNK

RINGMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Measuring Form

K0 |

A“‘j“i’t Tree Measuring Online Information Form
from
The Tree Register
General information
Type of Tres: ENGLISH YEW ' Locaton BoRIAL GROIND, ALL HALLOWS
Owmership ALL HALLOWS Full Addross RINGNORE
County/State DEVON County U
Post CodeZip Code TQ} ‘“‘I Geid Reference
Other indormation If known
Plareng Date Planted By
Seed Collection No. Seed Cotector
MEASUREMENTS
Ploase seloct sl appropriate Soxes
Metres Feot
Height measurement
Was the height ostimated? No v
Curoumference/Girth measurement of trunk at 1 Sm (58) above ground level cn the highest  Metres Feet & nches
side of any slope* “4. 0k

Height the girth was recorded above ground lovel ¥ less than 1.5 dus to burrs, swelings,

branches or low fork®

Is the girth measuement exaggeratad by burrs/swe lings/buttresses eic?

Tree Growth Category”

* Please soe advisory notes on the Measuring Tree page

General appearance

Is the trunk up to 1 Sm{5M?

Is the tree growing on ground which is?

Does the tree lean?

Can you see dead branches?

Has t suffered from storm damage?

Has ¢t had any past management?

Is the tree of local or national historical interest?
Is the tree a local landmark?

Please seloct sl appropriate boxes

Is the troe, in your opinion, “remarkable” or unusual in amyway, shape or form?

(¥ Yes please descride in comments below)

Do you consider the tree 1o be 2 “wieran” as defined by Englsh Nature?

* Please see definitions Delow

SOM‘ owt ACok Mmanc

Additional Information

Comments

N Sde

. |'| Feetl & nches
GO tm A nde

No Y ot egaiflenatl |

Al mu;l&w e
; 2 arel 3‘0-0&1.%
Excedont \/

Nothing Obwious “tji‘ Jaus Limbe,
Not Sure © = Loced waléreat”

Not Sure

No Toxs pratiom o o bask makio

R o BTy

P ok are w&bi'j N-u{s'n ool —'W‘—‘\"r‘ e a3 N YA

-a. r:"_

Any cther information, elher historical of interesting about the specimen.

QA smalt ol (c.z‘aL.') tfobe.. o Qoob w P Stramed,

well 4o & ro'C.

Poaw” & L—QK

Ploase send additicrnal Phetographs or Skatohes by Mad or Email to The Tree Register,

Phase keap you graphic Sles small using jpg format
Filo sizes should be no more that 20- 30 Kilobytes.

http:/fwww.treeregister. org/measuringform.php

15/07/2011
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COMMENTS

My measuring marks from 2006 did not survive at all well. Accordingly, before our Yew Day
on 10 August we stripped some newly-grown ivy from the trunk and | made five consecutive
girth measurings using some temporary marks made afresh by reference to photographs
taken in 2006. None of the results of these five measurings proved to be smaller than the
2006 result of a 4.9m girth, so | then derived a medial measurement from them: 4.16m. This
means we have an approximate girth increase of 7cm over the last five years. | believe this is
a reasonable and credible result. | am confident that we were pretty close to the original
marks.

We have now installed four indestructible benign markers (tiny wooden pegs) for future
measurings. Of course, these are not in exactly the same places as the original 2006 marks,
but we will take a new measurement soon and record the heights of marks and the girth
size, and these results will then be the basis for comparison with a measuring in 2016, and
any subsequent measurings.

The All Hallows yew appears to be strong and healthy, produces arils in abundance, and
shows no signs of decay or decline, but it is truly tricky to measure because it grows from a
steepish sloping bank and this means that the height of single trunk before forking is about
24cm on the tree’s north-facing side and about 82-90cm on its south-facing side. | think the
enclosed photographs will demonstrate the difficulties. It should be noted also that the
graveyard is at the head of a cove that slopes down to the English Channel and which
receives the steady onslaught of the SW gales. This has caused an eastward lean in the tree.

OTHER REMARKS

The grassy bank on which the tree grows is vestigial. | believe it once marked the boundary
of the original graveyard and that it was partly smoothed out when the graveyard was
extended (at an unknown date) leaving the area of bank where the tree grows more or less
intact.

If the yew was planted in the bank of the original graveyard when the present church was
built it would probably date from the 14" century. That would make it somewhat older than
our measurements suggest, but if we also take into account the growth-inhibiting effects of
the prevailing winds, then that older age would be quite likely. But | have no substantial
evidence for this line of thought, beyond a small knowledge of churchyard traditions and
the harsh weather and environment of our particular yew.

Di Collinson  (dic.bellevue@virgin.net )
dic . ballevae @ b inlernal , con
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3 THE ALL HALLOWS YEW
The first measuring of the splendid English
Yew in the All Hallows churchyard took
place in 2006. It was a glorious summer day,
and ninety-eight people came to the event.
The measurements were sent to the Tree
Register and our handsome tree was
recognized as being over five hundred years
old and was accorded the rank of an Ancient
Yew. Since 2006 the categories assigned to
very old trees have been refined and there
are now three sections: Ancient, Veteran, and
Notable, and our tree is now listed on the
Ancient Yew Group website as ‘Notable’. If
you would like to see three pictures of it,
taken in 2006, go to www. ancient-yew.org
and click on the Gazetteer tab. Then proceed
to p. 145,

Old Yews are not easy to measure
accurately. They grow very slowly and many
of the very ancient trees - those over a
thousand years and more - have had long
periods of non-growth and then started to
grow again. A difficulty in measuring the All
Hallows specimen is that it grows from a
steeply sloping bank (possibly the boundary
bank of the egrtv churchyard) and forks into LOOKING UPWARDS TO A COMPLICATED
separate limbs only a short distance from the STRUCTURE OF MASSIVE LIMBS
ground. We follow the measuring instructions
_ very carefully and our estimates of age are
] cautious. We then send them to the AYG for
! vetting and confirmation.

e —— e —

We will announce an estimated age for the

Yew as soon as we have calculated it after
; measuring. When the results have been seen
’ by the AYG the official result will be
published in the Newsletter.

The All Hallows Yew is a female tree. We
know this because of the lovely red arils, or
flower seeds, that cover it in the autumn. Do NOTE THE MEASURING CORD ROUND THE
take the opportunity to look at the flourishing UNFORKED PART OF THE TRUNK
yew cutting taken after the 2006 Measuring

celebration. It Is on display at the

refreshments table.

, RINGMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
; 10 AUGUST 2011
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RINGMORE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A FEW THINGS ABOUT YEW TREES. ... ..

* The fine old yew tree in the All Hallows’ graveyard is an English yew,
faxus baccata, & species renowned for its longavity and its connexion with
pagan and religious ntes. It Is native to Ireland but appears all over Europe,
often in association with Druid practices

* The wood of yew reputedly outlives iron. A 250,000-year-old yew spear
found at Clacton in Essex is the world's oldest known wooden anefact

* The Fortingall Yew in Perthshire 15 said to be 9,000 years old, has a girth
of 52 feet and stands close to a Bronze Age tumulus.

* Yew trees are dioecious, that is, they may be either male or female. The
seods are called anfs. They are poisonous if chewed, though the pulp of the
fruit is not poisonous

*At least 500 churchyards in England and Wales contain yews that are as
old as or older than their churchyards At least 130 of these trees are
estimated to pre-date Christianity

* Many ancient yews are hollow, although still alive. Some have seats
placed ins:de them. A few have hollows large enough for a coach and horses
io be driven through them. Hollow yews frequently resume growth after many
years of dormancy

* The Irish yow. which also grows in All Hallows' churchyard, has branches
that sweep evenly upwards o form a tidy bundle. Irish yews are often clipped
and planted to form avenues

* The clippings of yews, aithough poisonous to animals, are medicinally
and commercially valuable because they yield taxol, an alkaloid that is
effective in the trealment of ovarian cancer

* Yows ware often planted in boundary hedges. it is possible that the All
Hallows' yew marks an earlier boundary of the churchyard if we hed
evidence of an earlier boundary # would be helpful in dating our tree

* A yew tree grows very slowly. The rale of increase in girth is
approximately 1 fool in 30 years, but growth may be much siower in yews that
are subject lo continuous winds from the sea.

* In Shining Cliff Wood, Derbyshire, a holiow yew known as the Betty Kenny
Tree was once home to a family. A bough was hewn out to form & child's
cradie and this is said 10 have inspired the nursery rhyme 'Rock-a-bye-baby'
*Yew branches often bend down as they grow and root themselves to form
new trunks that then unite with the main trunk,

*Almost half the pansh churches in England and Wales planted young yew
traes al the 2000 millennium

* A yew tree should be kept fres from ivy. It benefits from a gently watered-
n compost thal ncludes ox-biocod

*After the famous yew In Gilbert White's garden at Selworthy was uprooted
by & great gale In 1950, a beautful Iute was made, using the tree's dark and
Iight woods in a striped pattern

* The age of a yew tree may be calculated by measuring its girth just below
the place where its trunk divides, or at about 4 faet above ground leval The
girth measwrement I8 then referred 10 a table that gives an approximate age
for the tree But it has to be remembered that this is not rocket science
climate and sea winds, the closeness of a particular yow's tree rings (they
may vary from 10 to an inch in @ young tree to 100 to an inch in a mature
spacimen) and the yew's habit of becoming dormant for years, are all factors
that have to be considered in trying to estimate its age

* Ancient yew trees should be measwred every five years.

9™ August 2006 Ringmore Historical Society

The ANl Hallows Yew

Millennium postage stamp:
no 28

Or to drive through



Estimated age of yew*
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research on churchyard yews
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Measuring Form
K01 |
A‘Mjuk’t

Tree Measuring Online Information Form
from

The Tree Register

General Information
Type of Tree: ENGLISH YEW Location BORIA L GROOND , ALL HALLOWS
Ownership ALL HALLOWS Fll Asess RINGNORE
County'State Ddevon Country U
Post Code(Zip Code TQRF 4HT Grid Reference

Other information # krown
Planting Date Planted By
Seed Collection No. Seed Colector
MEASUREMENTS
Preaso select ol sppropriate boses
Metres Foet /

Holght measrament = ne MRsad 1“1..&7\;’ rt.s.

Was the height estrmated?

Circurnference/Girth measuremant of trunk at 1.5m (5t) above ground kvel on the highest Metres "’ -‘6

side of any slope*

Haight the girth wa's recorded above ground level  less than 1 Sm due 10 burrs, swelings, m nodh Gude T90t & Inches

branches or low fork*

I8 the girth Measurement exaggerated by turrs/swe lingabuty esses eic? No v Qo’-h e .
Tree Growth Category® A will Sows W
" . ' a 2 ardd 3 “"“1"% @
CONDITION
Prase select all apprograte boxes
General appearance Exoalient -/
M“S hat ot
Is the frunk uwp to 1. 5m(5/)? Good Single Stem - 2‘,‘“1.& Nenlts L ied
I5 the ¥ee growing on ground which is? Level No Gotmem WA su...'l‘r-:d,
Doss te ree lean? g ves !
Can you soe dead branches? None or Very Little VERY Pew
Has & suffered from storm damage? No Obwious Damage -/ .«
Has & had any past management? Nothing Obwious . “‘ }M Limbs
13 the ¥ee of kcal of national historcal interest? NotSure = Loced walérest”
Is the ¥ee a lscal landmank? Not Swe

Is the ¥ee, in your opinion, “remarkable” or unusual in anyway, shape or form?
(¥ Yos please descride In comments below)
Do you consider the tree o be a “veteran® as defined by English Nature?

Mcsm
Povest

£y

cob Muv)

No 1= I«Rdroo;r-'-. o gb‘.k makis
ot }sw'hn‘umo&- Ore wrtal

Not Sue - “p——x - M‘Nr
Additional iInformation
Commants . ) A
hdonlgn orel —we hops — Lidesbnec Kbl
Pians” Cals

Any othar information, either historcal or interesting about the specimen.

G smalt  cudruey Cg.2t')k.h.... - Qoob w Py Gwtramal,

wall . o roC-

Please send sdditioral Photographs or Sketohes by Mai or Emed to
Please keep you graphic Sles small using jpg format
File sizes should be no more that 20- 30 Kilobytes,

(QW A00L quil : 4.0q9 m)

http.//'www treeregister. org/measuringform.php

15/07/2011
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Crowds

5
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‘Pagan ceremony’ creates
uch confusion

TRAVELLERS through

(o the beach on W

nesday, August 10,
were by what
aj to be Pagan
All ows m
"gm forty villagers

and visitors had gath-
ered for the ritual
measuring of the mas-
sive English Yew tree
which, in the words of
Alfred, Loed T

;:t‘upolnh
t name the under-

I dead’.
”&hhuvw_h

at the All Hallows

four and five metres,
has increased by seven

centimetres since last
measured, five years
4go to the day

‘Dare I say that some
of those who attended
appeared to have put
on a similar increase?

In 2006, azuwt!w first
measunng s ven-
erable giant, the histori-
cal society came up
with an age of ‘at least
sm : M ! I I ”

S50 let's assume that
around 1490 John

of Windwood Farm,
Ringmore, and three
young men from
Germany, were

those encouraged to
apply nourishing com-
post to the area sur-
rounding the tree.

The society are now
looking forward to
measuring the tree in
2016 to see how another
five yoars will affect its

growth,

Welywrought, rector of

Ringmore at the time, !

planted the tree

the reign of Henry VIL
This year, Lily-Rose
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